30  PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
one of which was a good-sized cock, considerably larger than the white one. This reinforcement of our larder was first announced to us by a cloud of dust rising from the ground at some distance from our tents. Investigation showed it to be due to the following cause. The new cock, after being liberated by the coolies, was walking confidently towards the camp, when his progress was suddenly interrupted by the onset of the little white cock, which, having spied him and considering his own prerogative infringed upon by his presence, attacked him with great fury. The newcomer resisted stoutly, and the battle, which soon waxed fast and furious, lasted nearly an hour. The white cock, despite his disparity in size, proved the better bird, and his antagonist at length drew off and acknowledged himself beaten, his comb purple, lacerated, and bleeding, one eye entirely closed, and the other practically so. He withdrew to the confines of the camp, and, during the few days he was permitted to live, never again ventured within striking distance of the victor. The latter, although also severely handled, flying up on a rock and flapping MB wings, announced his victory by a series of shrill crows.